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Ballarat Cricket Association Policy 9

Competition Structure Policy

1. Purpose

To establish the principles governing the structure of senior competitions within the Ballarat Cricket
Association and to ensure promotion and relegation occurs in a fair, transparent and sustainable
manner.

2. Scope

This Policy applies to all senior competitions conducted by the Ballarat Cricket Association including:
o Premier 1st XI
e Championship Divisions
e One Day League Grades

3. Objectives

The objectives of this Policy are to:
e Promote merit-based competition.
e Provide clubs with a clear participation pathway.
e Maintain competitive balance.
e Protect the integrity of all competitions.
e Support sustainable club development.
e Provide certainty regarding promotion and relegation.
e Support long-term participation and the ongoing growth of cricket throughout the Ballarat
Cricket Association.

4. Policy Principles
The BCA adopts the following principles.

i. Merit.

Teams should earn promotion through on-field performance.

ii. Competitive Balance

Competition structures should maximise competitive matches while avoiding unnecessary

mismatches.
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iii.  Club Sustainability

Competition structures should consider the long-term sustainability of affiliated clubs.

iv. Transparency

Promotion and relegation decisions will be made using published procedures.

v. Flexibility
The Board may approve a variation to the Governing Procedure where it is satisfied the

variation is necessary to preserve the integrity of the competition or is otherwise in the
best interests of the Association.

5. Authority
The Board:
e Determine the competition structure.

e Approve this Policy.
e Approve the Promotion and Relegation Governing Procedure.

6. Delegation

The Pennant Committee is authorised to administer grading and promotion/relegation in accordance
with the approved Governing Procedure.

7. Review

This Policy will be reviewed by the Board at least every two years, or earlier if required following a
significant competition review.
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